
Inclusion and diversity have marked the demands of social move­
ments in the 21st century. With the concept intersectionality, 
inspired by feminist movements in the US, the academic field aims 
to understand how various interdependent conditions of oppres­
sion and inequality–class, gender, religion, ethnicity, skin colour, 
citizenship, migration, geography, and language–are reflected in 
exclusion, but also in the articulation of differentiated demands and 
struggles. Much less visible have been the voices of academics and 
activists from Latin America, who have both made perceivable and 
conceptualized social and political exclusion from the peripheries.  
The lecture series focuses on these voices from the margins, their 
long-term conceptual and epistemological frameworks, and their 
forms and media of circulation and entanglements.

With the first focus on feminist and LGTBIQ movements and 
ideas we invite experts and activists analyzing South-North 
interconnections in the struggles for the rights of women and 
LGTBIQ groups in Latin America.
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In his lecture, Dr. Vinícius Correia Zanoli (Freie Universität Berlin) 
recovers the trajectory of the LGBTI movement in Brazil, concentrating 
on the impact of the relationships between social movements in the 
consolidation of intersectional activism. Focussing on the trajectory 
and strategies of a Black LGBTI group from the peripheries in Brazil, he 
will stress how the group’s action and identity were influenced by the 
participation of its activists in different social movements, such as Afro-
Brazilian religious communities, black social clubs and activism, LGBTI 
organizations, trade unions, and popular movements. 

Vinícius Correia Zanoli shows how the circulation of activists fosters 
the exchange of strategies, identities, and knowledge and, finally 
addressing how these exchanges are not a particularity of his fieldwork 
but a trend in contemporary Brazil.

Online Lecture
from 20. 7. 2021
> Video Recording

Why Intersectional Activism Matters? 
Notes on the Afro-LGBTI Brazilian Experience

Feminist Gender Wars: 
How Did “Gender” Become Popular?

How and when was the idea of “gender” created? How did it become key 
to public policy and international politics? Why is it rejected with such 
violence by some groups? In her lecture, Marília Moschkovich, PhD 
(USP Brazil) approaches the history of the concept of “gender” and its 
travels to Latin America. 

The first part discusses how dialogues between feminist theories from 
France and the United States allowed for this concept to be created. The 
second part briefly presents the concept and its polysemy, discussing 
how the variety of interpretations can be understood as a sign of its 
dominant position. The third part focusses on the arrival of this concept 
in Latin America and the strategies of feminist researchers living and 
working in countries which are peripherical in the global knowledge 
production system, reinforcing the importance of legitimacy in the 
periphery for the guarantee of success in the center, and questioning 
the basis of the anti-gender movements.

Online Lecture
from 15. 9. 2021
> Video Recording

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TATG80iZaFU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W_Gns15II6Q


The concept of reproductive justice was introduced by Black feminists 
in the USA in the 1990s with the claim to address structural inequalities 
related to abortion, contraception, pregnancy, birth and motherhood. 
More recently, it has been increasingly taken up by feminist intersectional 
politics in various contexts. In her lecture, Dr. Susanne Schultz (Goethe-
Universität Frankfurt am Main) will introduce the foci and orientations 
of this political-theoretical framework. She will point out new insights 
and also challenges for a feminist politics of reproduction linked to the 
claim of reproductive justice. And she will present some preliminary 
results of her ongoing research on reproductive justice in feminist 
activism in Brazil.

Online Lecture
Tuesday, 25. 1. 2021, 18.00 h (UTC+01), via Webex
> Registration

The Travelling Concept of Reproductive 
Justice: Challenges for Intersectional 
Feminist Agendas

Further events in the series are being planned. The program will be 
updated regularly. For more information see here. 
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Registration to upcoming lectures: https://iai-virtuell.einladbar.de/en
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